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January Winner  

Jose Luna!!                        

16,689 points     

  Agent with the highest monthly points 

wins $750.00 and 500 bonus points 

($1000.00 if over 10,000)             

  WAY TO GO!   

Jose!!!     

Agents with over 4,000 points win $200.00 

($500.00 if over 5,000 and $750.00 if over 

10,000) Additional January Winners: 

  U B I  “ O U R  B E S T  A L W AYS ”               

     N E W S  T O  “ U ”  

                      ALMA 
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Alma Ayala has been working at United 

Benefits since June 2013. She is a graduate 

of Woodrow Wilson High School in east 

Dallas, where she was a member of the   

Honor Society and Leadership Class. Alma 

also was a member of the Dance Club for a 

year. Volunteering in various activities, she 

helped tutor middle school students. She is 

now working toward her Associate’s Degree 

at Richland College. 

 

Alma’s       

favorite  

movie is 

the Lion 

King, and 

her favorite author is Jodi Picoult, 

especially books such as Small Great 

Things and Leaving Time.  
 

She recently adopted a puppy named “Cube” - a Labrador/ Australian 

Shepherd mix. It is a fun time training.  

 

Baking and Sudoku are some of her hobbies. She loves flowers and 

has fond memories of planting flowers as a 

child. Her computer desktop is a picture of 

flowers. Her favorite way to relax and pam-

per herself is getting a 

pedicure and manicure. 
 

 Alma’s sister, Suzie, also 

works at United Benefits; 

Alma enjoys spending 

time with family         

including her niece and 

nephew, and especially    

shopping with and being 

with her mom. 

G Olinka Gomez       12,485 Points 

Blanca I Orozco        12,273 Points 

Timothy Brown        10,948 Points 

William N Morris       7,787 Points 

Maria D Fernandez   6,865 Points 

Ronnie Nutt                5,183 Points 

Alva Louise Rand       4,864 Points 

Esperanza Ch-Val.     4,296 Points 

Eva Gilbert                  4,270 Points 
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TOM SAYS... 
               

   
TURN ON THE “FIRE” 
In sales we talk a lot about giving 100% and being committed to your company, 

your product, your customer and your career.  However, I attended a seminar 

once that taught that giving 100% wasn’t enough; you must give 110% if you 

really want to be successful enough to reach the top of your profession.   

 

Most of us are now watching HGTV. Have your seen the current promo by Jon-

athan & Drew Scott promoting the show “Property Brothers”?  They start the ad 

by saying most of their clients just don’t believe that they are capable of making 

the renovations they claim.  Then the results are beyond their client’s dreams.  

Then one of them simply states that their clients just need to “dream bigger”. 

 

Just how can you give 110%?  How can you “dream bigger”?  What both are 

referring to is the “extra effort” that we all seem to put forth at crisis times in our 

lives or even when we go over the top in a specific sales promotion, project or event.  This extra effort should be an 

all-time thing rather than a some-time thing.  

   

The truth is when the extra effort becomes a habit and you benefit from the success it brings, you will find there is 

even “extra effort” beyond that.  Few people ever know what their real potential is.  I believe the “best of the best”, 

the persons who have achieved the very highest spots in their industry, in politics, in the sciences, in sports, in enter-

tainment and in SALES, have grown through plateau after plateau of giving that extra effort.  I recently found the fol-

lowing advice in Selling Power magazine.  It was written by Joseph P. Klock, and I think it may be an eye opener 

read. 

 

A DIFFERENCE OF ONE DEGREE 

Did you ever notice what happens to water at 211 degrees Fahrenheit?  Well, not much, really.  Although it gets hot 

and it may develop some little pinpoint bubbles, for the most part it just lays there in the pot.  But add just one more 

degree, an increase in heat of less than one-half of one percent, and that same water begins to boil. The steam         

generated by the boiling water can lift the lid of a teakettle or drive a huge turbine engine.  One degree of heat makes 

the difference.   

 

In life, the margin is often just as slender between success and failure, winning or losing, mediocrity and excellence.  

In the 1988 Olympics, American swimmer Matt Biondi lost the 100 meter butterfly event by one one-hundredth of a 

second.  The loser in a 50 mile bicycle race was exactly one inch behind the winner.  In those same Olympics, Mary 

Lou Retton won a gold medal by five one-hundredths of a point.  And she got a perfect 10 in the vault – a 10 she had 

to get in order to win gold. 

 

What does this teach us about our own lives?  Simply that it’s the last little bit of effort that will often make the       

difference between success and failure.  The losers in life never seem to realize how close they are to winning just 

before they give up – and the winners never forget that an “extra effort” at the end is often the slender margin of    

victory. 

 

So when you’re tempted to give up, to settle for less than your best effort, turn on that extra burst of energy, that extra 

degree of “fire” that gives you the satisfaction of knowing – win or lose – you have done your very best. 



 

MARY  

 
Actress Mary Tyler Moore died 

last month at the age of 80. 

 

Her role as a single, independent 

woman on The Mary Tyler 

Moore Show helped change the           

perceptions and portrayal of 

women on television. Her smil-

ing, courageous and endlessly glamorous ways made 

her an inspiration to young women who wanted to 

take charge of their lives.  

 

As Mary Richards, the spunky news producer at a 

Minneapolis television station, Ms. Moore embodied 

the early feminist movement of the 1970s and became 

a role model for a generation of women focused as 

much, if not more, on their job as their love life. 

 

Even the opening credits of The Mary Tyler Moore 

Show became part of the cultural zeitgeist. Mary is 

seen driving her car to a strange city, working at the 

fictional WJM-TV and tossing her hat into the air 

as the hummable theme song “Love is All Around” 

plays, with its chorus of “you’re gonna make it after 

all.” 

 

In an interview with the Television Academy, Ms. 

Moore said the intent of that now iconic image of the 

hat toss was to show that 

“it was the happiest       

moment of her life.” 

The “Mary Tyler Moore 

Show” won 29 Emmys  

including several for Ms. 

Moore. Her previous major 

success had been in her 

role as the wife on The 

Dick Van Dyke Show. 

  Happy Birthday!!!  
      

     Shynnea Potts                                           
     * February 4th  *     
 Gary Cox                                          
     * February 8th  * 

GROUNDHOG DAY 
 

February 2nd is groundhog day and, as legend has it, 

if the groundhog sees his shadow that morning, then it 

means six more weeks of winter, else an early spring.  

This year the most famous groundhog, Punxsatawney 

Phil, in Punxsatawney, Pennsylvania, officially did 

see his shadow. 
 

The 1993 movie Groundhog 

Day, starring Bill Murray as 

self-centered TV weatherman 

Phil Connors, has become a 

classic. It is worth seeing for 

its hidden meaning alone. You 

could call it a spiritual       

comedy.  In the movie, Phil 

finds himself reliving the same 

day over and over.  
 

Buddhists like the movie because of its similarities to 

reincarnation, while those who believe in purgatory 

see similarities to that concept. 
 

For some, the power of the movie comes from the  

opportunity to delve into life’s biggest questions: 

What the heck are we here for, anyway? What is the 

meaning of life? Or, more to the point, what gives life 

meaning? At first, Phil is irritated with his situation.  

Then he goes through three phases: 

 Eat, drink and be merry.  Do whatever you want.  

At first he seems to have a blast, but love and 

meaning escape him. What might have seemed 

like a dream existence grows into a nightmare. 

 Without spiritual grounding, Phil then sees his  

existence as meaningless. He slips from Epicure-

anism to nihilism, trying to kill himself in various 

ways. He is totally without hope.  

 After he hits rock bottom, Phil sees kindness in 

another person, and it somehow gives him hope, 

and purpose to care about others.  Phil becomes 

set on making Groundhog Day the best day ever  -

not for himself, but for everybody else. He        

becomes grateful as he serves others, develops  

talents, and brings happiness to others. In the   

process, he finds peace and happiness himself. 

 

As Paul says in his letter to the Thessalonians, “Give 

thanks in all circumstances”.  That is so easy to forget. 

It’s nice we have a pretty good movie to remind us.  

 
Source: Excerpts from Paul Asay 
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